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SECURITY SYSTEMS INTEGRATION 1S

TRULY A GROWTH SECTOR OF THE

SECURITY INDUSTRY, BUT PUTTING A

STRICT DEFINITION TO T 15 EASIER SAID
THAMN THINE,

I'liia 18 Bedchiige many timed, the

clients feedd or e nal application of
the selected weehmology defines the over-
all progean, [ e govertinment seeior,
for example, it olten means combining
new systems with old iechnology: Par thie
wiorld of banking, however, it may mean
integrating safety, security and proven:
tion in one bundle. A municlpal facilitics
manager might want hetter system con-
trol, more efficlency and less paperwork
Mo mmtier the exnet usnge, sysiems
integraton can be defined ns combining
anil conaolidanng the variety of securiny
teclinology 1oals avallable wday Dieed
o clislomers” apecihe feeds, For exiam-
e, ecniely sysiems are often integrated
to include alarms, comeras, and CCTY
vepuiprment along with cards and readers.,
Prequently, companies will incorporaie
security video, sovess contral, perimeter
detection, video visitation, guird tours,
nitworking, and many other security
services. Systems Integration con also
include combining securty sysiems with
fire nnd emergency manngemint, come
municntions or telecommunications,
HWAL il buillding aystems oF other e
LARF AyRlema, For cven Droniler uie, 8ys-
Tenvia can e integrated inone area of the
COmpany or across muliple laeatons
Whatever the final conllgurarion or
chogen definition, securiny systems nfe-
pration is most valuable when it simply
dovs the job it was intended 1o do. In
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Security Systems

INTEGRATION

teacliny"s market, moany bullding owners are demanding the best in technology, and sys-
tems integration is one way builders can provide that, while potentiolly saving moniey
up frant

WHAT's EFFECTIVE

By coard inniing varloua aecurity syatema Inio n common infrmstmicture, the independ
el componenta can work wgether more elfecnvely and efficiently, For example, in
the evient ol a secueity alarm or crisis sineaton, Hghis eould nien on aotomatieally o
designated doors could lock or unleck immediately, Syatems integration ean alao
sireamline security with time, atiendance, locaton tracking oF ofher variables, (b soime
cises, compranies have ased identification badges lnked ine the main system o acoess
buidldings and ather areas of the work location, while al&o recording employvie Rours,

An example of o security system working in conjunction with the e and safiety
syutem would be o sltuation in which the five alurm system detects a fee, then e
HWVAL system shuts down in that area o prevent spreading and clearing of the smoke
viii Press ||.'|.i‘.|.|l|l.| alfecied areas, The securdiy and aocess control sysieme can next unlock
the route for firefightors while security comerns con provide live footage of the fire
nnd fts exact location, she ond severiiy.

Syatema integrutlon ilso can b used (0 out cosis. Amaong the winys this works is sei
frg up Hghta o go on and off etomntcnlly o 1!|I'r|ih'1|'l']|'I|JLL|'|:| timiss, Incrensing or
Ili'l'l'i'.'lhiihi't PO TETRe FRTLres Ol 80T D, O oYen |'1"|:|1I1'|H.f' ||'H|H||Iﬂ THITEAE AL
eimpliees anly necd o learn one ayatem, Those codt-anving beneliis are inaddition o
the aavings that o aecurity syatem lisell can provide through lowered incldence of
erime, Fedietion in product loss, insurance coat spvings and mors

Security wehnology hos advanced quickly over the last five 1o ten vears and will
continue o grow in the coming years, Along with thid growith coimea the kKnowledge
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and ability to do more with iechnology
and security while providing evien more
value 1o the conaumer. Growing areas
ol securily wechnalogy include video
monitoring, remole Gecess o Aecurity
footnge via any computer, reparts and
setiings from web-enubled devices,
wireleas technologies and GPS tracking
of commercinl vehicles or security offi-
cerg on pairol, to nome a few, As this
technology becomes more prevalent,
prices are coming down,

WHAT TO SEEK
Oiee G eompany decidea gecurity system
irtegration s e eight chojee, there ae
severil criteria that should be checked in
hiring the right provider—swhethee Ui
provider is going o work directly o yoi
the bullder, your futune bullding owner
or coordinuie both efforts. They include:
® Quality and experlence: Much like
choosing nny service provider, it i
imporinni to check the reputntion and
finlahed work of the company being
hirtng, Koy items o look for with seous
iy integration would Include the
COMPAny's years in busineas, cua.
e festimoniala and prominence
ir e sty
Additionally, with security, it s
important to sk about leensing and
certfication. The individual syvstem
integrators and system engineers
must b certificd for specific project
types and for areas of expertise. The
lnrgest certificntion body in security is
the ASIS (formerly known as the
Amerienn Soclety for Industry Secu-
rityd, but thers nre athir nrgunl.r.u-
tong and amte bodies, ng well, Chieck
(0 inake Aune Yol are Rieng o sysiem
intecraiog that is nerially eertiied for
ti weosrk 1t feels 1o Be done inyour
gtite of residence or has national
nceredidation. Forexample, there are
specific cortifications [or working on
FirefLife safety, security electronics
and communications and for CPFP
(Certified Protection Proflessional—
thie mast widely recogntzed securty
practitioner deslgnotion). The com-
prany ar individual you hire should
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have up-to-date knowledge on state and cy bullding, national elecirical and
Mational Fire Frofection Association codes,

® Product cholces: [niegration compianices cither offer one manifacturess prodicts or
nselection from avariely of manofacturers. When choosing which company 1o use,
youl ahould evalunie your particular needs and how well the product ofTerings can
et these peeds, A compony with only one manufocturer's products may be maoge
limdted in their offerings and pricing, whereas o compony with a diverse selection
of suppliers may have more fexibility when choosing the products that best [ your
nieds and budget now, as well as in the future,

B Services avallable: Depending on o company's necds, o smaller, specialized sup-
plier may work, o a full-service provider that “dloes |t all” (and hopefully does it
wirll) mity b el edl, When integrating security aysatems, it s imporinnt o consider
the guality and breadih of services that will be available, Will you need to work with
o company o integrate the system but another o handle security issues—auich
r responding o emergencies or alarms, archiving copabilides, lve remote viewing,
gunrd services, eic?

11 5 bullling owner needs o specilic system or wo, o specalized company or divi-
aion of o larger organization could b the best choloe Because they would Base ii-
diepth knowledge about the one area of seourity or the system that 18 specilicilly
nieedid, Remember w think about future needs. 1§ a bullding owner or builder
dlecides 1o expand or integrate with another system down the road, another com-
pany iy feed o enter the pletuare If the first one doesn't handle that type of work.
IF thie peeds are more complex or will evolve and expand over dme, o foll-service
campany could be the way w go, I a security company provides a wide variety of
services, it should be able w assist with the fiest stage of the system and then inte-
grufe with additional systems ds the owiner expands along thisway, Another consid-
eration is customibzability, Por imore complis jols, i may be important foran organ
fzation to be able w think outside of the “prepaekaged” box and eveate o system or
network of systems that will itexoct needs as iy ovolvin,

= [ntegrotion with existing system: Perhiajis most imporinnt is e ability 1o uae and
improve upon o company's existing information techinology infraairictiee,
Bepending on that system, a reputable supplior should Be alile o incarporiie i
software and peripherals with existing progeams with litde effort or withou exees-
sivie time, One way to iImprove the existing system and increase security at the same
tirne b o add & video management system, These types of systems protect against
unwanted doin pecess and also improve security with high quality cameris o mon-
ftor activity arasioe,

Every COnpany Tz s owii et of unlgue nirecls nnd requiremenis whien [ comis (o
security and security systema integration, The right fit between customer and sup-
plier can save o company money in the short erm on construction mnteriads oo inte
gration produet costs and in the long wem through increased security, functionality
and lower malntenance costs, For example, a private university in Florida saved 15
percent of it initdal $10 million investment Beciise unneceranry cobling or rodundane
wiring wos elminnted from the original desigin due o integration of systems,

Those who are looking to hire system integrators need o dao the homework, check
ot rnge of potentiol suppliers and not rush a decision that could affect the Business
Fnf Ty VEIrs 1o come, =

This article was written and submitted by Dave Gvugina and CHRsTING SuouT of Estey-Hoover
Aelvisrtising and Public Ralations with input from Jeanette Hermandez, Marketing Manager for
CP5 Securlty Solutions. CPS has been a leader in surveillance and protection of construction sites
and commareial properties Tor 20 years and has opirated in the security systems industry for
ol 15 years. For mone information, 96 10 weaw Cisecufity.com,
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